grea ¢

EUROPEAN MOVEMENT ALBANIA

SFPA

25 years of foreign policy expertise

MINISTRIA E BUJQESISE
DHE ZHVILLIMIT RURAL

National Convention on European Integration
Working Group III (Agriculture and Consumer Protection)

Session 3, Topic: Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) of the EU - challenges ahead

— Slovak experience
April 28, 2021

Recent Developments

EU’s reform on agriculture has started in 2018, with the publishing of the legislation. The period
of the Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) is planned to be 2023-2027, while period 2021-2022 is
serving as a transitory period.

The process of adoption of the legislation has undergone since 2018, when nowadays the position
of European Parliament and of Council have been agreed during 2020, and currently the
trialogue is continuing between EP, EC and Council.

CAP consists of two pillars: Pillar I - Direct Payment to Farmers and Pillar II - Rural
Development. The future CAP of the period 2023-2027, will have some new developments and
updates.

A peculiar focus will be on environment and green agenda and more investment are planned to
reach the environmental and climate measures. There will be an increased support on target
groups like young farmers and small farms. Innovation and digitalisation will be more in focus
also.

There are 9 specific objectives: Ensure fair income; Increase competitiveness; Rebalance power in
food chain; Climate change action; Environmental care; Preserve landscape and biodiversity;
Support generational renewal; Vibrant rural areas; Protect food & health quality

Pandemic of Covid-19 brought challenges and issues even for the agriculture sector and EU was
forced to adapt measures to mitigate the negative consequences in this sector.

Some of these measures include: Private storage aid for dairy and meat products; flexibility for
market support programmes; exceptional derogation from EU competition rules; simplification
of seasonal employment and special regime for those workers that work in different place from

their state in which they live.
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Recommendations

During the negotiation process of the country with EU, it is of utmost relevance to take into
consideration the national interests and to bring these issues into the tables during the talks
under the Chapter 11 and other relevant ones (12, 28, and/or 27).

Even though the EU is supporting and will support the agricultural sector in Albania through
IPARD and other structural funds, it is essential for every government in Albania despite the
progress and process of Albania into EU Integration to prioritize the agrifood sector. Thus, the
government should have in focus to fund and to financially support the sector and to adopt and
implement strategies and action plans for the agriculture and food areas.

The funding and support should be linked with the modernisation of the food processing
industry. This is essential in order for this sector to meet all the criteria and requirements linked
with quality, production, marketing, processing, methods etc. Only in this way the Albanian food
sector will be able to export and to be eligible for trading in EU single market.

There is a need for the increase of capacities of the Ministry of Agriculture and especially for
paying agency staff. The capacity building programmes should be adopted and implemented in
order to inform and train them on EU practices and best scenarios from the Member States or
from the regional neighbours.

The informality of agricultural private sector is a main issue where almost 80% of all farmers are
not registered. This does not allow them to apply and to benefit from the financial grants and
other financial support from the state and from the EU such as IPARD funds. The process of
registration and licensing of these businesses and farmers should be accelerated, in meantime
facilitating them to follow the procedure correctly for not having other costs in time and/or in
material level.

The informality is directly linked with the absorption capacities we have when it comes to IPARD
funds. To apply for these funds the farmers or the agricultural business should meet some
eligibility criteria, when in the most of the time there is not the case for the Albanian farmers.
Moreover, even when the criteria is fulfilled, the Albanian farmers face difficulties in completing
the applications and to submit the whole proper documentation needed. In this regard more
info-sessions and trainings should be organized by the Ministry and other relevant bodies, in
order to increase the capacities of potential beneficiaries to apply correctly in this calls.
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