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Recent Developments  

According the Article 95 of Stabilisation Association Agreement, the cooperation 

between Albania and European Union aims the modernisation and re-structuring the 

Albanian agriculture and agro-industrial sector, as well the support of the gradual 

approximation of Albanian legislation and practices with European standards and 

regulations. 60 % of EU legislation is focused in regulating food and agriculture sector, 

which is a considerable economic potential sector in our country and 24 % of GDP is 

related to this sector.  The Working Group emphasized the need of a special attention to 

be paid to this sector, with integrated reforms which should address sustainable 

solutions guaranteeing the competitiveness of this sector in a regional and global level 

market. 

In the framework of Action Plan for Organic Agriculture provided also in Agriculture 

and Rural Development Inter-Sectorial Strategy, The Ministry of Agriculture, Rural 

Development and Water Management pays a special attention to organic agriculture 

development, but many elements that would help its development such are lacking: a) a 

National Policy for organic products; b) a full Legal Framework that would regulate 

manufacturing, certification and the trading of organic products; c) Concrete Measures 

to support the organic manufacturers and measures that would aim raising the 

awareness of the public and encouraging market development; d)  Support Measures 

for Scientific Research, education and consulting services for BIO products.  

 



 
 

Albanian Law no. 9199, date 26/02/2004 “On producing, proceeding, certification and 

trading of BIO products” aims to incentives the organic production in Albania, to create 

a necessary legal framework and to define the conditions of producing, processing, 

transport, certification and control of agriculture products and food products of animal 

or plant origin, which are to be manufactured, proceeded and/ or imported as “BIO” 

products.  There are 350 thousand Albanian families producing BIO products, that face 

several difficulties i.e. high chemical fertilizers prices, ineffective insecticides and 

pesticides, lack of irrigation infrastructure, difficulties and costs in packaging and 

certification processes.  

The Working Group assessed the free labour force and uncontaminated soil in the area 

as advantages, which could help the export of Albanian products into European 

markets. There is a high demand in European markets, which cannot be reached 

because of the required certification costs and conditions that would enable the 

opportunity to produce Albanian organic products un-effected from conventional 

products. At the same time Albanian products have a high export – potential, but the 

small surfaces of organic cultivation are not yet considerable for European markets.  

Problems and Recommendations  

Incentives, reformative and collaborative policies    

According the Working Group, it is impossible for the Albanian agriculture to compete 

the European and neighbouring market through producing conventional products 

because the level of manufacturing national agriculture products is 10 times lower 

comparing with the neighbouring countries. The solution stands in creating a new 

perspective for BIO products that would enhance the organic agriculture production, 

leading to lower prices.  The costs would be lower because pesticides and other 

chemical elements would not be used. As a result, we could gain lower priced and 

better quality products.  

Another problem is the weak economic support which is a responsibility of the 

government to set up structures to manage the program, draft policies and establish 

specific measures. Today, the agriculture sector receives a small percentage of the state  



 
 

budget. Taking into consideration specific funds that EU offers for this sector, the 

Working Group listed some of them to be considered in Albanian case:  

1. The direct payment for a single farm.  

This financing requires the disuse of pesticides, and production of 1 to 2 varieties per 5 

% of their soil.  

2.  Support with new technologies for fishery and aquaculture. 

New technologies are constantly implemented to support fishery and aquaculture as 

well as aquatics BIO products. None of these measures finds support in our country 

3. Subventions for research and innovation in organic products field. 

There is a lack of these subventions in Albania even though there are possibilities for 

development in this area, because of the adequate human capacities for research 

regarding organic products and could also contribute in innovation.  

4. Organic farms schemes. 

These schemes could provide a right promotion of producing organic products in 

markets where these products can be traded. EU itself finances those organizations 

which increase information for this sector.  

5. Schemes for setting up associations of organic production.  

Taking into consideration that agriculture is a high risk sector (unexpected weather 

problems etc) European Union constantly supports organizations that have as their 

objective agriculture sector, in order to reduce the risk of their bankruptcy as well as to 

increase the quantity of producing BIO products. The same must function in Albania. 

6. Consultancy, Technical Assistance for producers. 

EU finances and supports the integrated organic production, through free technical 

assistance for producers.  

It is necessary to pay more attentions to bees as a very important natural indicator and 

usually the basis for different BIO products. Bee breeders have always less income and 

financial support in Albania.  

 



 
 

The necessity to raise awareness and information for farmers regarding Albanian and 

European framework, technical discipline and preparation, needs dynamic cooperation 

between NGOs, private institutions and technical directorates in state institutions. To 

achieve a better collaboration between Ministry of Agriculture and Albanian Agro-

Business Council (KASH) and other bodies, the set up of an electronic data platform 

where the required EU criteria and the best practice from the region are listed, was 

introduced as a solution.  

 

Implementation of legislation  

In 2007, European Union adopted the Directive on organic products. The policy of 

certification is considerate a necessary as well: there are private dispread entities that 

own the right of certification for BIO products but there is a lack of information for 

agriculture producers and many times costs are higher and there is no state support. 

The organic producing certification is necessary and the certification is still a challenge 

for Albanian producers. Defending label products in domestic markets is also a 

challenge: still exists the system where the organic product doesn’t have a certification 

and this leads to confusion. The main problem of the legal aspect stands in the lack of 

regulation framework not the lack of implementation in practice.  

As it is also reflected in a special section of the strategic document, there is a deficiency 

of statistics. The latest statistics reflected in the documents are those of 2012 and they 

don’t give a clear view of the actual situation and its potential, making it difficult for 

drafting the policies.  

Infrastructure and institutional capacities  

Ministry of Agriculture with the relevant Directorates covers the agriculture process in 

the European Integration framework. The Working Group identified as a problem the 

lack of experts in the field and lack on implementation of regulations and policies. The 

main duties are the supervision of the market, protection of BIO products, consumer 

clarification and the growth of capacities for drafting policies and their implementation. 

Except the professional and technical level, there is a lack of staff in number. For  



 
 

instance, in the plant protection sector in the Ministry of Agriculture there is only one 

person as staff. There is necessary to increase the staff capacity.  

Referring to the strength of infrastructure capacities, the Working Group suggested the 

support on building manufactures for processing the manure, modernisation of 

techniques and manufacturing tools, development of research institutes for resistant 

seed production and irrigation and drainage infrastructure.  

Albania has potential to develop the medicinal plants sector but this latter is 

characterised by a lack of coordination and orientation toward producers of medicinal 

plants.  
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